
OCSE Child Access & Visitation Program    Name of State: Pennsylvania 
       
Part I: Contact  Information 
 

• Name of State Program Contact    Patricia Ginter    
• Name of Designated State Agency    Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Department of Public Welfare 
Bureau of Child Support Enforcement 

• Street Address       PO Box 8018 
• City, State, & Zipcode      Harrisburg, PA  17105-8018 
• Telephone no.       (717) 705-0803 
• E-mail Address       pginter@dpw.state.pa.us 
• Fax no.        (717) 772-4936 

 
Part II: Statistical Profile                                                

• Total No. of Minor Children under 18                         
Years of age living with one biological 
Parent (1990 U.S. Census data)     696,690                         

 
 

Part III: Previous and Current Year Funding Levels 
 
       Federal $ Grant   State $ Match           and Percentage 

• FFY 1997    $356,165    $ 39,574   10%   
• FFY 1998    $356,165    $ 39,574   10%   
• FFY 1999    $315,791    $ 35,088   10%   
• FFY 2000    $315,791    $ 35,088   10% 
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Part IV: Summary of  State’s Proposed Use of  FFY 2000 Grant Funds 
            Yes   No 
Process for Awarding Funds:   

• Request for Proposals                   
(new & continuation) 

• New only      X 
• Continuation only                 
• Other____________________________________________________ 

 
Time of Year RFP’s are Issued and/or Funding Decisions Are Made: 
 Fall _____ Winter _____  Spring _X___  Summer _____ 
 
 
Award of Funds: Grants _X____  Contracts _____ Cooperative Agreements _____   
 
 
Targeted  Priority Areas:   
 
• Mediation  

voluntary     Yes   _X____  No   _____ 
mandatory     Yes   _X____  No   _____ 

• Counseling     Yes   _X____  No   _____ 
• Education      Yes   _X____  No   _____ 
• Parenting Plans     Yes   _X____  No   _____ 
• Visitation Enforcement     

monitoring     Yes   _X___  No   _____ 
supervision     Yes   _X____  No   _____ 
neutral drop-off/pick-up   Yes   _X____  No   _____ 
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• Development of Guidelines 

Visitation     Yes   __X___  No   _____ 
Alternative custody arrangements  Yes   __X___  No   _____ 
 
 

 
 
Summary Narrative:  Proposed Use of FFY 2000 Funds 
 
 
Pennsylvania recognizes the vital role that non-custodial parents play in the lives of their children.  Additionally, Pennsylvania 
believes the goal of the Access and Visitation Grant Program can best be met by funding local private and public agencies to 
develop and implement access and visitation projects.  The Department of Public Welfare, Office of Income Maintenance, 
Bureau of Child Support Enforcement, maintains oversight and administrative responsibility of the Access and Visitation Grant 
Program. 
 
Access and Visitation Grant funds are awarded through a competitive Request for Proposal (RFP) process and are available 
through the county Domestic Relations Sections to courts, local public agencies, or nonprofit private entities (i.e., fatherhood 
groups, community-based organizations).  Pennsylvania anticipates that funding access and visitation projects at a local level, 
as opposed to a state level, is a more effective and efficient approach.  Local programs provide each community with the 
capability of helping those most in need since access to program resources will be direct and convenient. 
 
In September 2000, Pennsylvania awarded Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 1999 Access and Visitation grants to seven community-
based organizations.  Two county government agencies and give nonprofit agencies make up the list of organizations funded 
under the FFY 1999 Access and Visitation Grant.  The monies awarded will be used to provide activities such as mediation, 
counseling, education, development of parenting plans, and visitation services (including monitored, therapeutic, supervised, 
neutral drop-off and pickup, and reunification). 
 



Pennsylvania proposes to award FFY 2000 Access and Visitation Grant funding to access and visitation projects located in 
seven different geographic regions of the State.  The Access and Visitation Grant Program RFP solicits proposals for projects  

Page 4 – Child Access & Visitation (Pennsylvania) 
 

 
offering  the following services: mediation, counseling, education, parenting plan development, and visitation enforcement.  
The RFP requires bidders to justify the demographic and geographic needs for the proposed project.  The population targeted to 
participate in the program includes non-custodial and custodial parents in need of parenting and visitation services designed to 
facilitate access and visitation with their children.  Common sources of participant referrals include: self-referrals, courts, public 
and private social service agencies, child support agencies, and welfare agencies.  Pennsylvania plans to announce the award of 
Federal Fiscal Year 2000 Access and Visitation Grant funding in June of 2001 
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Part V:    Projects Funded by States with FFY 98 OCSE Dollars 
 
Grantee Name, Address      Amount of Award &     Number of  Parents  Served: 
& Phone Number          Services Provided       Total # # fathers # mothers  
1.Butler County DRS 
Family Pathways 
316 North Main St. 
Butler, PA  16001 
(724) 284-9440 
 

$39,332 
Mediation, counseling, education, parenting 
plans, visitation and visitation guidelines 

 
    171             

2.Philadelphia County DRD 
The Salvation Army 
701 N. Broad St., 
Philadelphia, PA  19123 
(215) 787-2824 
 

$37,511 
Counseling, education, parenting plans, 
visitation, guidelines for custody and 
visitation 

 
      39              

3. Lackawanna County DRS 
Department of Human Services 
200 Adams Ave. 
Scranton, PA  18503 
(717) 963-6790 
 

$39,332 
Mediation, education, parenting plans, 
guidelines for visitation and custody, 
visitation, suitability check of noncustodials 
home 

 
      87             45               42 

4.Westmoreland County DRS 
Single and Custodial Fathers Network 
One Parks Bend, Suite 213 
PO Box 31 
Vandergrift, PA  15690 
(412) 665-5941 
 
 

$19, 666 
Mediation, counseling, education, parenting 
plans, guidelines for visitation and custody, 
visitation, parent & child activities 

 
     13             12                  1 



5. Allegheny County DRS 
Family Services of Western PA 
6401 Penn Ave, 2nd Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206 
(412) 661-1670 

$39,332 
Counseling, education, visitation 

 
     26             12                 4 

6. Erie County DRS 
Erie Family Center 
1540 East Lake Road 
Erie, PA  16533 
(814) 874-6985 
 

$39,332 
Mediation, counseling, education, parenting 
plans, visitation, support groups, 
father/child social activities 

 
     75             70                   5  
 

7. Allegheny County DRS 
Parental Stress Center, Inc. 
1700 E. Carson St. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15203 
(412) 381-4800 

$55,143 
Counseling, education, parenting plans, 
visitation 

 
    218           208                 10 

8. Armstrong County DRS 
Single and Custodial Fathers Network 
One Parks Bend, Suite 213 
PO Box 31 
Vandergrift, PA  15690 
(412) 665-5941 

$7,866 
Mediation, counseling, education, parenting 
plans, guidelines for visitation and custody, 
visitation, father-child social activities 

 
      15            15                   0 

9. York County DRS 
Kids Now 
320 E. Market St. 
York, PA  17403 
(717) 927-6775 

$39, 310 
Mediation, counseling, education, parenting 
plans 

 
     25             25                  0 

10. Dauphin County DRS 
YWCA of Greater Harrisburg 
1101 Market St. 
Harrisburg, PA  17103 
(717) 234-7931 

$39,332 
Education, visitation 

 
    209             
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Participant Data:  Part  A 
(by income and marital status) 
 
Grantee Name  &         Average Annual        Parent Participation Rates: 
Program  Title            Income               

 divorced            separated                  unwed 
1. Butler County DRS 
Family Pathways 
 

0 - $10k                 35% 
$10k - $19k           25% 
$20k - $29k           20% 
$30k - $39             10% 
$40k –above         10% 

 
 
            54% 

 
 
               19% 

 
 
             27% 

2.  Philadelphia County 
DRD, The Salvation Army 
 

0 - $10k                 85% 
$10k - $19k           15% 

 
               10% 

 
               40% 

 
            50% 

2. Lackawanna County, 
Department of Human 
Services 

 

0 - $10k                30% 
$10k - $19k           42% 
$20k - $29k           22% 
$30k - $39k             4% 
$40k – above           2% 

 
             39% 

 
            37% 

 
            24% 

4. Westmoreland County 
DRS, Single and Custodial 
Fathers Network 
 

0 - $10k                 25% 
$10k - $19k           50% 
$20k - $29k           25% 

 
             70% 

 
                  5% 

 
          25% 

5.  Allegheny County DRS, 
Family Services of Western 
PA 
 
 

0 - $10k                 25% 
$10k - $19k           50% 
$20k - $29k           10% 
$30k - $39k           10% 
 $40 – above            5% 

 
             40% 
 

 
             20% 

 
         40% 

6. Erie County DRS 
Erie Family Center 
 
 
 

0 - $10k                  50% 
$10k - $19k            45% 
$20k - $29k              5% 

 
               7%  

 
              7% 

 
           72% 



7.  Allegheny County DRS 
Parental Stress Center, Inc. 
 
 

0 - $10k                   75% 
$10k - $19k             10% 
$20k - $29k             10% 
$30k - $39k              2% 
$40k – above            3% 
 

 
             50% 

 
             25% 

 
            25% 

8. Armstrong County DRS,  
Single and Custodial 
Families Network 
 

0 - $10k                    25% 
$10k - $19k              50% 
$20k - $29k              25%   

 
             70% 

 
             0 

 
               30% 

9. York County DRS 
“Kids Now” 

0 - $10k                    36% 
$10k - $19k              52% 
$20 k - $29k               8% 
$40k and above         4% 
 

 
             20% 

 
             12% 

 
               59% 

10. Dauphin County DRS, 
YWCA of Greater 
Harrisburg 

0 - $10k                    10% 
$10k - $19k              40% 
$20k - $29k              40% 
$30k - $39k              10% 

 
             20% 

 
             50% 

 
                30% 
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Participant Data:  Part B 
(by race/ethnicity) 
 
 
Grantee Name               RACIAL  /  ETHNIC   BREAKOUT: 
 

       White              Black             Hispanic          Asian            Native     Pacific 
           American Islander   

1.Family Pathways of 
Butler County                     
 

 
        95% 

 
         5% 
 

                                                                                  

2.  The Salvation Army 
of Philadelphia 
 

 
          5% 

 
        80% 
 

    

3.  Lackawanna County 
Dept. of Human Service 
 

 
       96% 

 
         4% 

    

4. Single and Custodial 
Fathers Network of 
Westmoreland County 

 
       94% 

 
         6% 

    

5. Family Services of 
Allegheny County 
 

 
       60% 

 
       40% 

    

6. The Fathers 
Workshop of Erie 
County 

 
       61% 

 
       39% 

    

7.  Parental Stress Center 
of Allegheny County 
 
 
 

 
       30% 

 
       70% 

    



8.  Single/Custodial 
Fathers Network of 
Armstrong County 

 
       100% 

     

9. “Kids Now” of York 
County 

 

 
        59% 

 
       37% 

    

10.  YWCA of Greater 
Harrisburg, Dauphin 
County 

 
        55% 

 
       40% 

  
        5% 

  

 
 
Don’t Know  ______  Other, ___________ 



Page 11 – Child Access & Visitation (Pennsylvania) 
 

Sources of Client Referral 
 
 
GRANTEE   

     Self-Referral TANF           Child Welfare  Child Support       Social Services  Courts  Private Agency 
1.Family 
Pathways of 
Butler 
County         

 
          X 

  
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 

2.The 
Salvation 
Army of 
Philadelphia 

 
          X 

    
          X  

  
          X 

3.Lackawana 
County Dept. 
of Human 
Services 

 
                

  
          X 

   
          X 

 

4.Single and 
Custodial 
Fathers Net-
work of 
Westmorland 
County 

 
          X 

    
          X 

  

5.Family 
Services of 
Allegheny 
County 

 
          

     
          X 

 

6.The Fathers 
Workshop of 
Erie County 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 



 
 
7. 
Parental 
Stress Center 
of Allegheny 
County 
 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

8. Single and 
Custodial 
Fathers 
Network of 
Armstrong 
County 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 

9.  “Kids 
Now” of 
York County 
 

 
          X 

  
          X 

 
 

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 

10.  YWCA 
of Greater 
Harrisburg – 
Dauphin 
County 

 
          X 

 
     

 
          X 

 
          

 
          X 

 
          X 

 
          X 
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